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WOMEN AND JEWELS
A lady doctor in Tamil Nad sends a letter accom-
panying her gift referred to in it. As the letter, in my
opinion, enhances the value of the gift and is likely to-
serve as an example to others, I compress its contents as-
follows, omitting the names of the donor, the Raja and the
place:
" Just a few lines to tell you that I sent you yesterday a
parcel of a diamond ring and a pair of earrings which were
given to me about 12 years ago in remembrance of service in
the palace..,when the heir was born to the Raja. It grieved
me much when I came to know that the Raja did not have even
the courage to invite you to his place when you passed by, and I
was told that it was due to fear of the Government. You can
imagine my feeling when after your visit I looked at these jewels
which before used to travel with me. Now when I looked at
them bitterness rose in my breast, and then it turned into deep
sympathy for the starving millions about whom you spoke when
you were here. I said to myself, ' Are not these jewels made out
of the people's money ? And what claim have I to keep them
as my own ? ' I then made up my mind to send them on to you.
You could use them for khadi service and so help some of the
starving millions. I feel sure that it is a better use to make of
them than that they should remain in a corner of my box. A
friend has valued them at Rs 500. They are, therefore, insured
for that amount. I only hope, that some generous person will
give you more than the actual price, knowing the circumstances
in which these things are being sent to you. You may make
what use you like of this letter."
It is remarkable how we imagine fears even when
there is no cause. There are many Rajas who have openly
and willingly supported khadi and therethrough the cause
of the poor from whom, after all, as my correspondent
correctly puts it, they derive their riches. It is true that
khadi has a political significance; but we have not yet
come to the stage when support of khadi can be safely
declared by the Government to be criminal. Every philan-
thropic movement can be turned to political use, but it
would be a sad day when on that account it is boycotted
even as to its philanthropic aspect. But it is only fair to
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